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How Noel Bullock, 21, With Discarded
= Auto Parts Assembled a Car, Built
His Own Engine, Drove His “Tin Can’’
to Colorado Springs, Entered the Race
2““Broke’’ and by Sensational Driving
Beat Whole Field of Crack Pilots

s

¥

.me, 1022 (New York Evening World) by the Press Publishing Company.

= HIE is the mtory of a
]| Nebrmska id,
barely turned vollng
age, who carved him-
self a niche In the
automoblle Hall of
Fams, out in Colo-
rudo, Labor Day,
wnaf_ he shinnied up the Plke's Peak
nuto ._hl:hwn:r In & home-brewed fllv-
verssapproximate cost $400—winning
the fourth annual world's champlon-
shi® :hill climbing contest agalnst s
humberlng many of the higheat-
care turned out of the automo-
.I'Moﬂen of America.

His name Is Noel Bullock and he
batlh from North Platte. He's an
autfioblls mechanic by profession;
an optimist by nature, and he nurses
an “itoh" to write his name along-

-wide _thau of Barney Oldfield, the

Chiferolet brothers, Ralph Mulford
“the hosts of speed demons who
have made racing history.

For several years Bullock has en-
Joyed considerable of a reputation as
a &M trick driver In the immaediate
vicialy of his home town, but the
Laboe Day race was his first dlp into
the “‘blg time’ game. That the suo-
coss he achlaved with his nondesceript
distanoe annihilator augurs well for
the realization of his ambition goes
witheut saying.

The notabilily of his feat was en-
hanoed by the fact Lhat he was pltted
ngulnst many seasoned race drivers.
Havagnl of the pllota had participated
in sach of the climbs since the classie
wan established, whereas Bullock had
driven over tha course but once snd
wag' pnly vaguely familiar with the
many dangerous turns and switch-
baciy on the cloud-ridden boulevard

'ﬂu component parts of Bullook's
mogpt ocame from an automobile
graveynnd in North Platte. The en®
¥ine block cost himn 8§50 and was the
moﬁ_ erptosive single part compris-

fng the machine The frame
that of & light delivery truck which
had outlived its usefulnoss, nupposed
)y, When the North Platte grooer who
ownod the truck sold 11 to the dealer
m automoblla Junk from whom Bul-
lock bought it. The adiator was
from n junked car likewise,

"Lt me a el of wire wheels and
four new tires,' watld Hullock, denerib.
frng the assembling of Lis brain odld,
“Docatse 1 knew | eouldn’t gl any-
whern In the race unloss iy wi oels

stofll Up, The wihoels mw"mu, n

WiAR

the aggregate, cost me more than all
the rest of the machioe, but no single
wheal or tire cost me as muoh as the
engine bloek.'’

On the engine block Bullook rigg™d
up an sight-oylinder motor—offapring
of his own genius as a mutur oile-
chanie,

The comtraption was finished .
wetk befors the day of the race. Bince
he didn’'t have the necessary money 1o
ship the maghine by traln, Bullock
drove It overland to Colorado Rurings
~at the base oOf the famons pedak LY
which the rage course winds,

“The engine needed lmbering up,
anyway," the blond youth explalned,
“and the trip across the plains and

mountans between North Platte and
Colorado Springs gave me an oppor-
tunity'to get A good line oo just what
my machine would do.'*

When Bullock drove into Colorado
Bprings on Saturday afternoon, Bept
2, and pulled up In fromt of the
Earage where mont of the entries for
the race were quartered, race enthu-
siasts and pliots were hard put to
suppreas smiles of derision. Bullook
senped the apirit of ridicule In the at-
titude of the orowd which gathered

A “!uir;.)in" turn on the course—it was on one of thcse dangerous curves that Bullock
came within an inch of disaster and furnished the most startling thrill of the race.

ADOUl the "latest wreival,”” byt
emiled wnd said nothing

Rangea alongwide of the big,
powarful besutifully Anlshed cars

that were eanlered for the event, rep
resanting some of thie moat expensive
anes manufactured in America, the
unpalnted, hoodiess buriesque of an
automohile horded hy the unasyuming
Nobruska Ind lookad, s ons spactator
expreannd 14, like a4 aross betwesn o
kiddie kar and o pushmabile

Baturday night Nylloek

aleg ih the
muchine, Ile htd two posdd ressons
for s cholen of a8 baleing place, One
wan Lhing v dn't wanl (o ket very

far sway from Lls machine; the sther

and America’s Highest Priced Cars

By J. B. Day.

that overburdened with

e wns not
fTunds

Hunday he took *'Old Lis,"" a= he
callm it, over the race course, for the
dual purposs of testing Its allmbing
abllity on & real hill and familiariz-
ing himsslf with the road.

Hright and early Monday morning
he was at the starting polnt—Crystal
Cresk Bridge, hotween mila posta 8
and & on the highway, He greated)
race officinln wih & broad smile pnd
n lenrty "Howdy " and procesded to
LI with the pllote who sl
precodml him to the starting tape

With the siart/ng time of the Arat
macliue bul & few minutes awey, ons
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From an automobile graveyard in North Platte, Bullock resurrected the miscellaneous

parts that were to fashion his racing car.

“Junk Special.”
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It could truthfully have been entered as a

Bullock poked around In his tool box
and brought out a mmall can of black tape at five-niinule intervals to the
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Noel Bullock and the “home brewed flivver” in which he won

Airplane view of the
Pike's Peak auto high-
way,
which
championship hill climb

the course on

the

world's

run.

the race in competition with some of the best drivers and
highest priced cars manufactured in America.

don't 1’1l have to be borrowin' money
to sat on.”

The Pika's Peak auto highway runa
from the pleturesque |ittle town of
Cascade, in Ute Pass, to the very Up-
top of America’s most famous moun-
Lein, 7t 18 eightesn miles in length
and the moe, starting at a point be-
tween mile posts 6 and 6, covers a
span of 12% miles In which there are
147 curvea. The average grade Is 7
per cent, and the maximum grade 10
per cent.

The summit of Pike's Peuk is 14,-
169 feet above sea level and there |8
scarcely a day in the year that does

nol sse elther rain, snow or sleet—
frequently all thres—on the vasi
strotches above timberline. Ordinury
Ariving over the motor highway 18

what might be termed '‘tioklish busi-
nean.”” Racing at top speed around
halrpin curves and Ielter s ; O
turns is calculated (o maki the stout.
est heart flutter.

It had rained and snowed, alter-
natsly, on the summit Sunday after-
noon and night, with the reault that
when race time arrived the jast three
miles af the coursa wers almont ankle-
deep in noft alush, making faxt driv-
ing particularly precarious Predic-
flons were mads that tha pllota would
not be able to approach the record of
18.24.7, mada by Raiph Mulford In a
Hudson in 1816,

When W. 8. Halnes, veteran pilot
and the first starter, flashed up the
peak in 20:81, the wiseacres evinced
surprise and the chances of Bullock's
gas-gargling contrivance ssemed to
vanlsh In thin alr. But Pullock never
auit smiling. His faith in his home-
made rader 4id not falter

Harold piloting the mA-
chine whleh third Iw
phowing In the time triale which wers

the

Nrinkor,

mnain the L1

held the day bLefore Bullock wrrived
' ths

fdad to ao sssistant siartas. "u,§nﬂﬂm Bprings,

hifl" in 20 minutea 45 4-§ seconds
King Rhiley, last year's winner, took
his car to the top In 20 minutes § se
onds. FP. R, Abbott went up in 30
minutes 7 seponds, and-

Noel  Bullook, tow-headesd “kid
from North Platta, Nob., a rank out
aider, counted out by the wisa guys
bhefore the _race, crouctied over tha
wheel of what his rivals called & “tin
can,'” fAashed over the tape lo 19
minutes, 50 4.5 seconds. after ona of
the most hair-ralsing exhibitions svar
meEn ON ANy rane colrse

He wase still smiling when he clam
bered oul of the Improvised meat of
his improvised flivee ITe had rma
son to amlle, for he hind nhowy him
tall, figuratively speaking, 1o the
elite of the automablla univerpe; he
was king of the hill ellmbara, ownor
of 300 big round simolenna—tha prias
that went with his vietorv—and prond

NORECREDT for a y®*ar at leant nf the
Penrase trophy, a cup Tashionadq of
Calorado stiver and gold, standing 8

nehen high and reputed fo ha the
richest trophy ever offersd [rr An av-
tomobile race

Bullock's exhibition of drivine was
era on
the
He'

entslopued by spoctators who
this ohlirss
most startling ¢

PrEYVWOUs rauvs Ane

@y il seen

took tha dangoronus surves with throt
1l wida open and exhaost oaring ke
1 battery of machine guyns, Unce ha

came within an aoe of dirastar-—-pos.
nibly death—when Lis machine akid
ded to the outer edae of the
and kis left hind wheel dropped ove
the side. But the transmission hous
Ing wstopped the threatened plunge
the tire on the right real whesl bit
Into tha gravel roudway and got him
bnrk on the oouree

“I wonlda't wan® to drive 1t after
Anrik,” was his aoconls comment on
the hasards sttending the racs up
the world's highest sutomobils boules
vard
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